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Worship Schedule 
 

8:00 a.m.  Worship Service, Chapel 
                  

9:00 a.m. Sunday School Classes for all  

                ages 
 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary 

Asbury Staff 
 

Pastor: Allison Yankey 

  allison@asburyminsitries.org 

Administrative Assistant: Denise Degler 

  denise@asburyministries.org 
 

Chancel Choir Director: Sharon Newman 
 

Custodian: Charlie Pogue 
 

Family Ministries Director: L Michaels 

  lisa@asburyministries.org 
 

Financial Secretary: Joanna Stone 
 

Kids Hope Coordinator: Heather Maitlen 
 

Organist: Linda Braun 

Asbury’s Mission Statement: 

“Making disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the Transformation of 

the World” 

Sunday School Classes  
for all ages 

Children’s S. S.—Children’s  
Sanctuary 
Roundtable Class — Kay Locker, 
Roundtable Room (Room 7) 
 

Open Door Class—Teachers         

Rotate, Parlor 
 

Upper Room Class—Teachers       
Rotate, Room #9 Upstairs 
 

Fellowship Hall Class— 
                                   Pastor Allison 

World-renowned biblical scholars and an internationally 
known professor of preaching from Candler School of     
Theology offer their expertise in discussions of how the     
familiar Advent and Christmas texts from Matthew and Luke 
are brought to life in the art of John August Swanson.   
Swanson’s art tells Bible stories in finely detailed, brilliantly 
colored paints and original prints, the largest collection of 
which is displayed at Candler.  Six of the pieces at Candler 
constitute a series known as “the Birth Narrative,” and they 
are featured in this Sermon Series. 
 
November 26: A Thrill of Hope: The Christmas Story in  
                          Word and Art - “A Visit”   
                          Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV) 
 

December 3:   A Thrill of Hope: The Christmas Story in  
                          Word and Art - “The Nativity”   
                          Luke 2:1-7 (NRSV) 
 

December 10:  A Thrill of Hope: The Christmas Story in  
                          Word and Art - “The Shepherds”   
                          Luke 2:8-20 (NRSV) 
 

December 17:  Christmas Cantata 
 

December 24: A Thrill of Hope: The Christmas Story in  
                          Word and Art - “Presentation in the Temple”   
                          Luke 2:21-40 (NRSV) 
 

December 31:  A Thrill of Hope: The Christmas Story in  
                          Word and Art - “”Flight Into Egypt”   
                          Matthew 2:13-15 (NRSV) 
 

January 7:         A Thrill of Hope: The Christmas Story in  
                          Word and Art - “Epiphany”   
                          Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV) 
 

Sermon Series for Advent 



Why Transformation? 

 As fall settles in, we begin to look around and see the many changes 
around us - the cooler air, the colors of the leaves, the yearning for   
apple cider and carving pumpkins.  And as we experience the chang-
ing of the seasons, I wonder if we acknowledge our own potential for 
transformation.  This transformation, much like the changing of colors 
and the falling of the leaves, involves a letting go of self: of position, of 
self-importance, of attitudes, criticisms, and judgments.  We let go of 
these things not because there is something inherently wrong with us, 
but because there is a better way to live.  “[Christ Jesus] had equal 
status with God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling 
to the advantages of that status no matter what.… Instead, he lived a 
selfless, obedient life.”  [Philippians 2.6, 8a MSG]   
 

Our calling as followers of Jesus is to live as Jesus lived.  If Jesus, who 
had every right to exploit his equal status with God, did not live as 
though he was more important than others, then we must take a cue 
from him.  “Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited 
friends.  Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to 
the top.  Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead.  Don’t be      
obsessed with getting your own advatage.  Forget yourselves long 
enough to lend a helping hand.”  [Philippians 2.2-4 MSG emphasis 
added]   
 

Jesus transformed into this wonderful, humble, human who loved   
people unconditionally and served others selflessly so that all the world 
might know of God’s great love.  May we each strive to go and do   
likewise. 
 
Blessings,  
 

Pastor Allison 
 

 
 



Hello Asbury! 

What a busy time of transition this has been for both the church and my family!  

This past month has included exciting changes such as the additions of Chil-

dren’s Sunday School and Teen Bible Quizzing (if you want to know more, 

please ask!) and opportunities to get to know one another as we meet together, 

to launch new programs, but especially to find ways to connect as a community 

of spiritual formation and transformation. 

The series, “If Fish Could Talk,” has reminded me of the important transitions 

that happened in the disciples’ lives, as each of them was called by Jesus.  Jesus’ 

words from Matthew 4:19 ring especially true in this season of life: “Come, fol-

low me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 

There is coming… and following… and sending…  It can be a lot to take in, but I 

hope to be willing to drop anything and everything, just as the disciples did, in  

order to follow Christ, and I’m thrilled to be on this journey with all of you! 

As we head into October, I am especially excited to announce “Hallowed     

Worship,” an intergenerational worship service and community event to kick-

off the Halloween season!  On October 29
th
, we’ll open our doors at Asbury to 

the larger Portland community, sharing in fun, games, crafts, costumes, and 

candy… but, most importantly, fellowship together as we worship our great God 

who is the light and has also called us to be light to the world!  There are many 

roles to “plug into” for this event, so please see me to sign up as a volunteer!   

I am so looking forward to sharing this time, and all of the weeks in-between, 

with the people of Asbury!  

Blessings, 

L. 

 

 

"Messages and Memos - What's Happening in Family Ministries?"   



Headed to the hospital for surgery?  Admitted for a procedure or illness?  We'd love to 
know about it!  Know someone in need of a call or visit?  Let us know!  We're working 
hard to make regular visitations to our home-bound and nursing home folks, but if you 
know of a critical need, please let us know so we can add them to our priority list.  It is 
always my privilege to walk alongside each of you in the midst of your faith journey 
and to provide pastoral care at every turn, whether it be a death, birth, illness, or 
somewhere in between.  And please, in the case of pastoral emergencies, don't hesi-
tate to contact me at 260-334-2525.  Remember, if we don't know, we can't go.   

 

Pastor Allison 

"If we don't know, we can't go..." 

 Hallowed Worship 
               Is Coming to Asbury! 
 

              What is Hallowed Worship? 
 

Hallowed Worship is a  
safe, fun, family friendly event 

to kick off Halloween! 
 

Here’s the Schedule: 
 

5:00 pm-5:30 pm Hallowed Worship in the Sanctuary - Come join us for music, communion, 
and a message about sharing God’s light with the community around us! 
 

5:30 pm-8:00 pm Dinner in the Parking Lot, Trunk-or-Treat, Face Painting, Games (indoor 
and outdoor), Halloween Movies and Stories, Photo Booth, Crafts, Prizes, and LOTS OF 
CANDY!!! 
 

8:00 pm-8:30 pm It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown 
 

Everyone is Welcome!!! 
 

Sunday, October 29, 2017 
Asbury United Methodist Church 

204 E. Arch St. 
Portland, IN 

 

***We need volunteers and donations! 
Please see the sign up lists in the overflow room or talk to L, 







Thank You 
Asbury, 
Thank you for opening your doors for our community health screening in your commu-
nity.  It is because of your generosity that Life Line Screening continues to be able to 
bring these health screenings into your area and for that, we are very appreciative. 
 
We look forward to working together again! 
 

We appreciate all your help and support with hosting this community outreach event. 
   

Sincerely, 
 

Stephanie Benedict, Life Line Screening  

We are currently working with families that include 13 young children not including the 3 
that are living with us.  

Two families have 5 children each and are having an extremely hard time surviving.  Three 
families are struggling with one paycheck. (single parents).  It is so hard to encourage them 
when they feel so helpless.  However, we work on budgeting and they are amazed how much 
farther their money can go.  We strive to remind them that Band-Aid fixes aren’t the answer 
and we look for ways to address the life challenges. One mother is seriously looking into 
higher education.   

Most of the families can’t afford insurance.  They make just enough money to put them over 
the threshold of not qualifying for low cost insurance.  Not sure why but many of these fami-
lies that we work with have extreme medical issues.  And they are not abusing the drug sys-
tem.  There have been surgeries and of course  more than likely they lose their jobs.   

The one mother that we are working with has 5 children and living in an abusive situation 
and we are striving to get them into a safe home.  It is a very slow process getting into a low 
income based apartment. 

Our prayer and request is for wisdom and discernment in helping all these families.  How 
they can be encouraged when life is so bleak. That they won’t lose their faith which gets so 
fragile.  

God bless and have a great day. 

Sharon Bentz 

Next Steps Update 



     If there are repairs and upkeep items 
that you may notice needing attention in 
our church building and facility, please let 
us know.  There is NOW A REQUISITION 
FORM AVAILABLE IN THE INTER-
OFFICE MAILBOX LOCATED BY THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/
PASTOR’S OFFICE.  Please fill-in the in-
formation requested on the form and place 
it in the Trustee’s mailbox. 

Repairs and Upkeep at Asbury . . .  

Brianna’s Hope Meetings are  

at  Asbury on Thursdays from 

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  All are wel-

come to join the meetings. 

Brianna’s Hope Meetings 

Announcements 

The Joy Circle will meet on Tues-
day, October 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the     
Homemakers Room. The Hostess 
& Co-Hostess are Kim Brelsford 
& SandyMcGraw.  Devotions will 
be given by Nancy Cheeseman.  
The lesson is on Social Action and 
given by Carol Hedges. 

To be able to get to know Pastor Allison & her family please sign up 
for one of the meet & greets.  The sign-up sheets are in the overflow 
Room or you can sign up on Facebook.  Here are the dates and host:     
  

Monday, September 25: The host is John & Diane Coldren at their 
home at 7:00 p.m.  

 Monday, October 2: The host is Gary & Bonnie Maitlen at their home 
at 2:00 p.m. 

Joy Circle Meeting 

is Wednesday, November 8 at   

6:30 p.m. at Asbury in the      

Basement 

Charge Conference 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEibuUq9rOAhXL7yYKHYKWAGwQjRwIBw&url=https://www.mcgill.ca/studentservices/channels/event/meet-greet-lounge-261494&psig=AFQjCNGGIYa3qC2ZTpxNIf_BzoU8


Free Family Meal 

Prayer Time 

Newsletter (Good News) 

Deadline 

Turn in information for the next 

Newsletter by 3:30 p.m. on 

Monday, October 16.  

 You are invited to join Cletes Rines on Thursdays at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Chapel, as Asbury, community, national, and world concerns are lifted up 
in prayer.  Any and all interested parties are welcome!  You may also offer 
any prayer concerns you would like remembered by calling the church of-
fice.  Concerns may be specified or unspoken. 

 

Bread of Life Community Meal is served 
at Asbury on Mondays from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  It is for 
the whole community. 

Announcements 

Please remember our nursing 

home and shut-in members 

with a visit, call or card. 

SENIORs  

Community and Family Services will be hosting a Coffee and Canvas fundraiser for the 

Helping Hands Food Pantry.  The Food Pantry currently has a critical need for donated 

goods, shelf stable items, and financial resources.  The Coffee and Canvas fundraiser will 

be on Saturday, October 28 at the Jay County Event Center from 5-7pm.  Cost is $25 per 

ticket and includes instructed painting, snacks, and specialty drinks from Joe on the 

Go!  Mark your calendars for this great event!  Additionally, they are looking for a person or 

group who would be willing to provide fruit or sandwiches (or maybe both!) for those in at-

tendance.  If you'd like to help out, or simply need tickets, please contact Carly with Com-

munity and Family Services at 260-726-9318.   

Food Pantry Fundraiser 



     UPC Campbell Labels 

Announcements  

www.facebook.com/
asburychurchportland 

 Like Us on Facebook! 

Don’t you just love birthdays?  God made 
everyone so wonderfully complex and 
placed His hand of blessing on our heads!  
How precious it is to realize He is thinking 
of us constantly – with love!  We at Asbury 
would like to celebrate that special time 
by having a party the first Sunday of each 
month honoring those having birthdays 
that month.  We will have cake, coffee and 
punch following each service and are anx-
ious to have you join us in the Overflow 
Room for lots of fellowship and fun.  The 
next celebration will be October 1.  Please 
mark your calendars and come ready to be 
filled with God’s love.  The whole congre-
gation is  invited to celebrate each month 
with those having a birthday that month.  
Happy Birthday! 

Fellowship and Connection     
Opportunity 

Save your bar code labels from 

Campbells, Pepperidge Farm, Bic, 

Prego & Goldfish.   No money just 

labels.  The container to put them in 

is above the mailboxes by the 

church office. They will be sent to 

Henderson Settlement.  Thanks.    

                   Mission Team 

are Saturdays October 21 & 28  

from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

at New Castle First United Methodist 
Church 

 

Courses Offered: *Basic Lay Servant  
                              Ministries,  
                            *United Methodist Polity  
                            *Leading Worship.   
 

The brochures are at the south entrance 
on the table and in the rotating book 
rack by the east doors of the Sanctuary.  

Lay Servant Ministries 
   East District 2017 Fall Classes  

Children in Kindergarten through 5th 
grades can join us in the Children’s 
Sanctuary (room 6, upstairs) at 9:00 
a.m. for worship, games, prayer, and  
Scripture, all presented in a kid 
friendly format!  We are so excited 
about the changes coming to As-
bury in our children’s ministries de-
partment, because children are the 
church… not just the future of the 
church, but the church right now!  
Hope to see you there! 

Children’s Sunday School!! 



Worship Participants for October 

Radio Message participants for October 
 
 

         October 1- Angie Bentz                October 8 - Bonnie Maitlen  

        October 15 - Julie Forcum                October 22– Barry Hudson             

                                  October  29—Bonnie Maitlen  

 

Acolytes for October 

October 1— Miah Michaels & Tessa Frazee 

October 8— Calleigh Yankey and Kenzie Huey  

October 15— LJ and Joella Wagner  

October 22— Lacey Kahn and Ian Michaels  

October 29—Miah Michaels and Tessa Frazee  

 

Greeters at South Door for October 

October 1—Kathy Wood 

October 8 & 15—Let the church office know if you would like to greet 

October 22 & 29—Ron & Lucretia Miller 

 

Greeters at West Door for October 

October 1—Joanna Stone 

October 8 & 15—Pat & Pam Bennett 

October 22 & 29—Let the church office know if you would like to greet 

 

Greeters at North (Elevator) Doors for October 

October 1—Sandy Kaderly 

October 8 & 15—Brad Miller 

October 22 & 29—Jim & Carol Hedges 

 

Ushers for October: Neil Medler, Rudy Bauman, Don Gillespie,  

                                   Warren Lowe, Larry Loyd and Phil Zicht 



1 

2:00p Worship at  

           Jay County  

  Retirement Home 

2 

10:30a Staff Meeting,  

            Parlor 

2:00p Meet & Greet,  

           Bonnie & Gary  

           Maitlen’s home 

5:30p  Bread of Life   

          Community Meal,  

          Fellowship Hall 

6:30p  Staff/Parish Mtg.  

           Roundtable Room 

3 

7:00p  N.O.W. Mtg.   

           Basement 

4 

5:30p Weight Watchers 

6:00p Mission Mtg, Parlor 

6:30p Asbury Bells  

          Practice, Sanctuary 

7:30p Choir Rehearsal,  

           Choir Room 

8:00p Praise Team  
          Practice, Sanctuary 
 

5 

9:00a Prayer Time, Chapel 

6:30p Brianna’s Hope  

           Meeting, Fellowship  

           Hall  

6 

6:30p Emmaus  

          Gathering,  

          Basement 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

10:30a Staff Meeting,  

            Parlor 

5:30p Bread of Life   

          Community Meal,  

          Fellowship Hall 

 

10 

6:30p Joy Circle Mtg,  

       Homemakers RM 

11 

5:30p Weight Watchers 

6:30p Asbury Bells  

          Practice, Sanctuary 

7:30p Choir Rehearsal,  

           Choir Room 

8:00p Praise Team  

        Practice, Sanctuary 

 

 

 

12 

9:00a Prayer Time, Chapel 

6:30p Brianna’s Hope  

           Meeting, Fellowship  

           Hall  

13 

 

14 

 

15 

Food Pantry  

Sunday 

16 

Deadline to turn in News-

letter Information 

10:30a Staff Meeting,  

            Parlor 

5:30p Bread of Life   

          Community Meal,  

          Fellowship Hall 

 

17 

6:30p Joy Circle  

          Meeting, Sharon  

          Newman’s home 

18 

5:30p Weight Watchers 

6:30p Asbury Bells  

          Practice, Sanctuary 

7:30p Choir Rehearsal,  

           Choir Room 

8:00p Praise Team  
          Practice, Sanctuary 

19 

9:00a Prayer Time,  

          Chapel 

6:30p Brianna’s Hope  

           Meeting,  

           Fellowship Hall 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

11:30a Town Hall  

             Meeting 
 

 

23 

10:30a Staff Meeting,  

            Parlor 

12:00p Hospital Auxiliary 

         Luncheon, Basement 

5:30p Bread of Life   

          Community Meal,  

          Fellowship Hall 

24 

 

25 

5:30p Weight Watchers 

6:30p Asbury Bells  

          Practice, Sanctuary 

7:30p Choir Rehearsal,  

           Choir Room 

8:00p Praise Team  

        Practice, Sanctuary 

26 

9:00a Prayer Time,  

          Chapel 

6:30p Brianna’s Hope  

           Meeting,  

           Fellowship Hall 

 

 

27 

 

28 

5:00p The Coffee  

      and Canvas  

     Fundraiser, The 

     Event Center in 

   the Antique Mall  

 

29 

5:00—8:30p  

Hallowed Worship 

30 

10:30a Staff Meeting,  

            Parlor 

5:30p Bread of Life   

          Community Meal,  

          Fellowship Hall 

 

 

31  Weekly Schedule 

7:00a  Moments of   

           Devotion 

8:00a & 10:15a  

    Worship Services 

9:00a Sunday School 

          For all ages 

4:00—6:00p Middle     

  & High School Youth,  

   Youth Room 

7:00-8:00p Teen Bible  

                   Quizzing 

  

       

Monthly Activities  

October 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 


